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SUBJECT: AGREEMENT ON THE DELIMITATION OF MARINE AND SUB-MARINE AREAS 
AND OF MARINE COOPERATION BETWEEN ECUADOR AND COLOMBIA 

REF: QUITO 6248 

1. FOLLOWING IS A UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE AGREEMENT 
ON THE DELIMITATION OF MARINE AND SUB-MARINE AREAS AND OF 
MARINE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE REPUBLICS OF ECUADOR AND 
COLOMBIA, WHICH WAS SIGNED BY ECUADOREAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
ANTONIO JOSE LUCIO PAREDES AND BY COLOMBIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
INDALECIO LIEVANO AGUIRRE ON AUGUST 23 IN QUITO. THE AGREEMENT 
WASSIGNED DURING THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF PRESIDENT ALFONSO 
LOPEZ MICHELSEN TO ECUADOR, AUGUST 22-24, 1975. 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 
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AND ECUADOR, BASED ON THE PRODUCTIVE FRIEDSHIP THAT EXISTS 
IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND CONSIDERING: 

THAT THEIR COMMON INTERESTS WITHIN THE SOUTH PACIFIC REGION 
MAKE IT NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH BETWEEN THEM THE CLOSEST 
COOPERATION - WITH THE PURPOSE OF ADOPTING FOR THE MARINE 
AND SUB-MARINE AREAS OVER WHICH THEY PRESENTLY EXERCISE, 

AND OVER THOSE AREAS WHICH IN THE FUTURE THEY MAY COME TO 
EXERCISE, SOVEREIGNTY, JURISDICTION OR VIGILANCE - ADEQUATE 
MEASURES. FOR THE PRESERVATION, CONSERVATION, AND RATIONAL ADVAN- 
TAGEOUS UTILIZATION OF THE RESOURCES EXISTING IN THEM. 

3. THAT IT IS THEIR DUTY TO ASSURE THEIR PEOPLES THE 
NECESSARY CONDITIONS OF LIVELIHOOD AND TO OBTAIN FOR THEM 
THE MEANS TO DEVELOP ECONOMICALLY; FOR WHICH THEY SHOULD 
UTILIZE ADVANTEGEOUSLY THE RESOURCES THEY POSSESS AND TO 
AVOID WASTEFUL EXPLITATION. 

4. THAT IT IS ADVISABLE TO ESTABLISH THE DELIMITATION 
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE MARINE AND SUB-MARINE AREAS; 

5. TO THAT EFFECT THEY HAVE DESIGNATED THEIR PLENIPOTENTIARIES 
AS FOLLOWS: 

6. HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF COLOMBIA, DOCTOR INDALECIO 
LIEVANO AGUIRRE, MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS; 

7. HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR, DOCTOR ANTONIO 
JOSE LUCIO PAREDES, MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS; 

8. WHO HAVE AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING: 

9. ARTICLE ONE - TO DETERMINE AS A LIMIT BETWEEN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE MARINE AND SUB-MARINE AREAS, WHICH ARE ALREADY 
ESTABLISHED OR THAT MAY BE ESTABLISHED IN FUTURE, THE LINE 
OF THE GEOGRAPHI PARALLEL WHICH INTERSECTS THE POINT 

AT WHICH THE INTERNATIONAL COLOMBIAN/ECUADOREAN BORDER 
REACHES THE SEA. 

10. ARTICLE TWO - TO ESTABLISH, BEYOND THE 12-MILE LIMIT 
FROM THE COAST, A SPECIAL AREA OF 10 MARINE MILES IN WIDTH 
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ON EITHER SIDE OF THE PARALLEL WHICH CONSITUTES THE 
MARINE BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, SO THAT IF THERE IS 
AN ACCIDENTAL CROSSING OF FISHING BOATS FROM EITHER 
COUNTRY IN THE AREA ABOVE REFERRED TO, SUCH PRESENCE WILL 
NOT BE CONSIDERED TO BE A VIOLATION OF THE MARINE BORDER. 

THIS DOES NOT INVOLVE A RECOGNITION OF ANY RIGHT TO ENGAGE 
IN FISHING OR HUNTING ACTIVITIES IN THIS SPECIAL AREA. 
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1 1 . ARTICLE THREE - TO RECOGNIZE AND RESPECT PROCEDURES 
THROUGH WHICH THE TWO COUNTRIES NOW EXERCISE OR MAY HEREAFTER 
EXERCISE THEIR SOVEREIGNTY, JURISDICTION, OR VIGILANCE 

IN THE MARINE AND SUB MARINE AREAS ADJACENT TO THEIR 
COASTS UP TO A DISTANCE OF 200 MILES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PROVISIONS THAT EACH COUNTRY HAS ESTABLISHED, OR MAY 
ESTABLISH IN FUTURE, AND WITH THE REGULATIONS OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE LAWS. 

12. ARTICLE FOUR - TO RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF EACH COUNTRY 
TO DESIGNATE THE BASE LINES FROM WHICH THE WIDTH OF THE 
TERRITORIAL SEA SHOULD BE MEASURED, THROUGH A METHOD OF 
STRAIGHT BASE LINES FROM THE OUTERMOST POINTS OF THEIR 
COASTS AND TO ABIDE BY THE DECISIONS ALREADY ADOPTED 

OR TO BE ADOPTED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

13. ARTICLE FIVE - TO DEVELOP THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF RENEWABLE AND NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES WHICH EXIST 
WITHIN THE MARINE AND SUB-MARINE AREAS, OVER WHICH THEY 
EXERCISE, OR WILL EXERCISE, SOVEREIGNTY, JURISDICTION 

OR VIGILANCE; AND TO USE SUCH RESOURCES FOR THE BENEFIT 
OF THEIR PEOPLES AND THEIR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

14. ARTICLE SIX - TO RENDER TO EACH OTHER TO THE GREATEST 
POSSIBLE FACILITIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYING OUT ACTIVITIES 
FOR EXPLOITATION AND USE OF LIVING RESOURCES IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 
MARINE JURISDICTIONAL AREAS, THROUGH AN EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION, 
COOPERATION IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, TECHNICAL COOPERATION, 

AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR INCORPORATION OF MIXED COMPANIES. 

15. ARTICLE SEVEN - TO COORDINATE, INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE, 

THOSE LAWS AND REGULATIONS THAT, IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR 
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SOVEREIGNTY, EACH COUNTRY MAY ADOPT IN THE ISSUANCE OF 
REGISTRATIONS AND FISHING LICENSES. 

16. ARTICLE EIGHT - TO ENCOURAGE THE WIDEST POSSIBLE 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF COORDINATING THOSE 
CONSERVATION MEASURES THAT EACH STATE APPLIES TO THE 

SEA AREAS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO ITS SOVEREIGNTY OR 
JURISDICTION, PARTICULARLY IN REFERENCE TO THOSE SPECIES 
WHICH MOVE BEYOND THEIR RESPECTIVE JURISDICTIONAL AREAS, 

BY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PERTINENT 
REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE MOST TRUSTWORTHY AND UP 
TO DATE SCIENTIFIC DATA. SUCH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
WILL NOT AFFECT THE SOVEREIGN RIGHT OF EACH STATE TO 
ADOPT, WITHIN THE AREA OF ITS JURISDICTION OF THE SEA, 

SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS IT MAY DEEM ADVISABLE. 
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17. ARTICLE NINE - TO ENCOURAGE THE WIDEST COOPERATION 
FOR FACILITATING THE SPEEDY DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
NAVIGATION IN THOSE SEAS WHICH ARE SUBJECT TO THEIR SOVEREIGNTY 
OR JURISDICTION. 

18. ARTICLE TEN - THIS AGREEMENT WILL ENTER INTO FORCE 

ON THE DATE WHEN THE PROPER RATIFICATION INSTRUMENTS ARE 
EXCHANGED, SUCH EXCHANGE TO TAKE PLACE IN THE CITY OF 
BOGOTA. 

19. ARTICLE ELEVEN - THIS AGREEMENT IS SIGNED IN DUPLICATE, 

THE TEXTS OF THE TWO COPIES BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC. END TEXT. 
BREWSTER 
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